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Dear International Members, 
 
I wish for all of you an exiting and rewarding new 
year in Kinshasa. At the end of the last year we 
had a big event; the Christmas Bazaar, we were 
not as lucky as we were in the previous years in 
terms of the weather, but we have got it done, it 
was a huge work and I would like to thank once 
again all the ladies that helped for this big event. 
 
The Xbazaar, just over, here we are with another 
big event: Our annual ball, which is on April 30th 
at Memling Hotel. We are looking for volunteers 
to help in its organization.   
 
What we are doing is supporting people in 
desperate need of help with the money we will 
have from the ball. At the moment, the Welfare is 
visiting the centers that sent us request letters 
(Members are welcome to join us for those visits!) 
and after that we will choose one or more 
projects to support with the money from the ball 
.We want to appeal to your generosity to donate 
a little of your time to make this a successfull 
event, a great club. 
 
Thank you so much to all of you in advance.  
 
Manuela  
IWC President 
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(See the detailed information in 
the Announcements Section.) 
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Patricia invited two very interesting speakers to the coffee morning! 

Father  Guido Matar rese is an Italian priest who came in this country about 

15 years ago. He takes care of the street children and has a big center for 

them at the 16th road at Limete, where there is a house for the children and 

young people.  

In this compound, there is a bakery and carpentry. So they can make bread 

for the centers. And they work with the wood; they make benches for the 

schools and the churches. In that way, those young people gain some 

authonomy and acquire the skills to earn a living. In addition to small centers 

in other part of the town, there is also a big agriculture center at plateau de 

Bateke at about 120 kms far from Kinshasa and in this center the young 

people learn how to cultivate vegetables, and to work in the farm.  

Father Guido Matarrese, almost a legendary figure, will talk to us about his 

missions in the DRC. including the hardship, heartache and achievements.  

Ms Silvia De Faver i is an anthropologist who is doing her PHD field work in 

Kinshasa. She will share with us some highlights and insights of her research 

in witch craft and exorcism that is affecting so many children in the capital.   
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This month we will have our lunch at 

Cercle Gourmand at the Golf Club with 

a reasonable price. The cost is only $ 20 

for the ‘day’s suggestion’  with a dessert. 

So, if you would like to join us for a 

tasty lunch in a nice atmosphere on 

Friday, February 25th, please contact us at iwckinshasa@gmail.com. The 

meeting place is lower parking Grand Hotel. 
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If you have a project that will leave a positive effect on the society and you are 

looking for fund, please contact welfare committee chair Fatima Abdullahi at 

faabdullahi@yahoo.com. 
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The welfare committee has already potential projects and would like to pay a site visit to these centers. 

If members are interested to come, they are welcome to do so. The date is on the 10th of February. The meeting 

point is at the lower parking Grand Hotel. Time- 8:30 a.m. 
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As a young, cheerful, friendly lady, Stanya has managed to win many people’s hearts at the club. And we wish her and 

her husband all the best in their recently-assigned country and in all their life!  
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On Friday 10 December and Monday 13 December 2010, the IWC continued their tradition of Christmas food 

donations. The organisations to which we made this Christmas donation for 2010 were: 

 
1. Nutritional Center for Babies and Small Children (Kintambo) 

2. Seours Somasque School 

3. Pediatrie de Kimbondo 

4. Sisters’  of Mother Teresa 

5. Father Guido 

6. Kinkole Hospital 

7. Telema 

8. Vivre et Travailler Autrement 

9. Sisters of Mikongo 

10. Foundation ADIK 

The food items donated included rice, flour, milk powder, oil, and tinned vegetables and fish. Assisting with 

these deliveries made it possible to visit some of the organisations which the IWC has previously assisted, and 

view their ongoing work. All incredibly inspiring, with some heart wrenching moments as well. 

It was lovely to have the opportunity to participate in these food deliveries – to meet some of the amazing 

people behind these organisations, and to gain an idea of how much our assistance is both needed and 

appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     Students at Seours Somasque School 

 

With Students and Staff at the 
Seours Somasque School 

 

Nutritional Center for Babies and 
Small Children (Kintambo) 

 

Dr.Father Hugo (from Chili) at 
Pediatrie de Kimbondo 
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2010 Chr istmas Bazaar  

 

First of all, thank you again for your help and support for our 2010 Christmas Bazaar. Whilst we didn’ t have 

ideal weather for the day itself, it was lovely to see how many people braved the rain and traffic to visit our 

Bazaar.  

Bazaar complaints and suggestions 

We are in the process of preparing a report to assist the next Bazaar Committee prepare for the 2011 Bazaar. As 

part of this process, we would appreciate if you would let us know of any complaints about this year©s event, 

and any suggestions for our next Bazaar. I have already received suggestions from people, and would love to 

receive some more by Friday 7 February so that they can be included in this document.  

Missing and lost items 

We have managed to return most items which we used for the Bazaar, but are still missing items, including: 

·  1 black oven tray (used for pizza) which was unnamed but had a black ©bull dog© metal clip attached; and 

·  1 black oven tray (used for pizza) which was named on the back with nail polish with the initials ©MD©. 

I also still have various items which we have not yet managed to return to an owner (please refer to the attached 

photos). These include: 

·  1 metal spoon (from the Pizza making Monday. Not owned by either the SA 

recreation centre or Chimene) 

·  1 glass bowl;  

·  1 white saucepan lid;  

·  1 plastic kitchen box (base only; no lid);  

·  1 black oven tray (with white sticker underneath but appears to have no name)  

·  1 silver oven tray  

·  1 ©ultra cool© water bottle 

I would really like to be able to return these items to their rightful owners, so please let me know if they are 

yours or if you know who items belong to. 

2011 IWC Ball 

After much discussion and visits to various locations around Kinshasa, the date decided upon is April 30 at the 

Memling Hotel. From the menu, to the music, theme and decorations, ticket prices and tombola, nothing has 
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been decided but are all decisions that we are needing to make. There will be a sign-up sheet at the February 

coffee morning for those who are interested in being involved in helping to organise this event.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries. 

Kind regards, 

Wyn and Alexandrina 

099 59 02 800; wynhawker@hotmail.com 
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Despite the harsh weather conditions, literally harsh as you 

know it was almost stormy, the bazaar was a real success! 

Being frank with you, as it was my first time in IWC Bazaar, I 

didn’ t know what to expect so did not have high expectations. 

Once entered, the music started and it immediately set the 

mood for an excitig event.  

At the kitchen, ladies were working really hard and helping 

out serve the delicious food some of which was either donated 

or prepared by themselves and of course by other very much 

beloved IWC volunteers. Hazar and his son was selling tickets for the food; Manuela, Sandra, Elise-Marie, 

Alexandrina, Maman Bonheur, and so on. They were in charge of the perfect delivery of food and no doubt they 

did it! As I was at the gate selling tickets, I must admit that I was looking for excuses to go back in the kitchen 

and buy some more yummy food! Ooops, sorry J.P!!  
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When I had the chance to get into the area, I was mesmerized 

by the variety of stuff on sale! It was amazing and at that time 

it was hard to beat my shopping spree! First I headed to the 

Ambassadors’  Wives Club’s stall and of course ended up with 

buying some nice jewellery. The IWC table was of course one 

of the best spots there. The second hand goods were definitely 

in good condition and very much attractive to the eye! The 

products of the sewing club led by Elise-Marie were absolutely 

very special and attracted praise. Undeniably, ladies working at 

the stall Sylvie, Hanna, and all others… Each of them acted like a real professional in sales and managed to 

provide good profit to the club by making good bargains when it was necessary. So, very well done ladies!! 

 

Another stall that I really liked was Tere Diaz’s. There I could find 

very nice objects with very good design as presents. In short, her 

products are highly recommended. There were other vendors that 

were selling very original African style objects, bags, toys, and so on. 

The handmade postcards that Niru Ishigooka prepared and sold in the 

bazaar were really great and were for such a good cause. The money 

earned from the cards was used for the needs of the children at an 

orphanage. I can’ t find words to describe how wonderful all our 

members are! That’s incredible. 

The children and teens, though couldn’ t play in the playground due to the rain, did not regret coming, too. 

There, Hyemyung saved the day! The table tennis situated in the covered area was of great fun for the kids and 

adults likewise. The Belgian School with a covered area was a perfectly convenient venue and thanks to it, we 

made the best out of the rainy day. The Christmas Carols sung by the chorus set the seal on a brilliant day, not 

to mention tombolo prizes that were enjoyed by the lucky ones there.   

Obviously, with some learning points, the bazaar was the beautiful outcome of the team co-ordinated by Wyn, 

who dedicated great great efforts in its organisation. So, thank you all for contributing to a very nice memory of 

mine in Kinshasa and love you all! 

Sema Tuncel  
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THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE: Contact: Sylvie Sereshgi, Tél:0812678643, 
 E-mail:sylvies2002@yahoo.fr Address: Concession Belle Vue/Opposite GB Villa 020 
 
PHYSICIAN, GENERAL PRACTIONER: Complementary Medicine, Pain Management, 
Holistic Medicine, Natural Therapy, Psychotherapy, Homeopathy, Acupuncture 
 
Contact: Dorothea Von Stumpfeldt, Tél: 0810845135, E-mail:dvonst@gmail.com 
Address: Centre de Réeducation pour Handicapés Physiques Av. De la Démocratie 
(Huilerie), Kinshasa – Gombe 
 
NEED HELP FOR YOUR PARTIES? : Contact Papa Tiala (099 870 4035) who can make 
samosas and spring rolls at your home for a very reasonable rate. He made the tasty 
spring rolls and samosas sold by the IWC during our 2010 Christmas Bazaar.  
Contact Joyce Katende  (089 725 8331) who can provide assistance with setting up, 
packing up, washing dishes, food service. Joyce ably assisted the IWC during our monthly 
coffee mornings and the ‘pot luck lunches’  held at the SA Recreation Centre, as well 
during our 2010 Christmas Bazaar, with all of the previously mentioned tasks in a 
professional manner.  
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ABOUT US�

The International Women’s Club of Kinshasa (IWC) is a philanthropic and social membership based organization 

comprised of women and men from the local and international communities. In addition to providing assistance to local 

community projects, the Club also provides a social space for women and men from all over the world.   The IWC is 

considered an English speaking Club, however the language needs of non English speakers are accommodated when 

possible.  Regular monthly activities are coffee mornings which provide beverages and confectionaries, lunches and one 

excursion to a site in Kinshasa.  These activities are free for members however open to non-members for a small fee.  All 

are welcome! 

The Club by-laws state the IWC’s purpose as: 

·  To provide an opportunity for women and men of all nationalities to meet and to promote good relations within 

the community. 

·  To conduct activities for the benefit and welfare of such persons or groups of persons of Congolese nationality as 

may be designated by the Club. 

·  To provide information and understanding of our host country through speakers and trips and to help newcomers 

become integrated into the international community. 

Club members are mostly expats based in Kinshasa, however also includes local business, academic, artistic, social, 

government and international persons. It is a good networking and support space for people and can add value to any 

newcomer or resident of the city!   

2010-2011 membership fees are as follows: 

 

Members joining in September to December: $150  

Members joining in January, February, March: $100 

Members joining in April, May, June: $50 

These memberships are valid from the date of payment until the first coffee morning of September 2011. 

Monthly memberships are available for $20 and entitle the member to activities until the next Coffee morning (primarily 

for use by temporary residents of Kinshasa). 

Membership entitles the member to join in all the activities, browse the website version of the Kinshasa Newcomer’s 

Guide, invite a guest to the monthly lunch and to the Coffee morning, place articles and notices in the newsletter, and 

more. 

Only a nominal % of membership fees are used for administrative and social activities of the club. The major 

administrative expenses are donated by volunteer members, especially the IWC Board.  The majority of fees collected go 

to the welfare budget which supports organizations and projects working toward development of communities and combat 

poverty in Kinshasa. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sunday 

 1 
 

9:30 a.m. 
 
IWC Coffee 
Morning 

                     2 3 4 5/6 
 
 

7 8 
 

 

9                      10 
 

08:30 a.m. 
 
Welfare site 
visits 
 

11 
 

12/13 

14 15 
 
 

 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 

09:00 a.m. 
Outing at  
 
Jardin 
Botanique de 
Kinshasa 

18 19/20 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

23 24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
12:30 a.m. 
 
Club Lunch at 
Golf Club  

26/27 

28  
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